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Bill:
HB10 
Sponsors:
Stewart (D21)

Title:
HEALTH PLANS: EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AND PAYMENTS FOR PROVIDERS

Summary:
(Similar to 2009 SB104) Mandates that all health care providers, hospitals and outpatient surgery centers located in a geographic coverage area of a health benefit plan or managed health care plan shall have equal opportunity to enter into preferred provider arrangements with health care insurers and plans serving the area. Requires that providers receive reasonable payment equivalent to or within the range of the payment schedule for other providers in that specialty or practice setting.

Status:
01/19/2011 – Died on Adjournment

Bill:
HB33 
Sponsors:
Picraux (D25); Feldman (D13)

Title:
NEW MEXICO HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE ACT

Summary:
(For the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee) (Identical to SB38) Creates a nonprofit public corporation, the New Mexico Health Insurance Exchange, to offer qualified health plans to qualified individuals and small groups by January 1, 2014. “To the extent possible,” operationally and under law, the Exchange is intended to assume the functions of the N.M. Health Insurance Pool (Sec. 59A‑54‑1 through 59A‑54‑21) and the N.M. Health Insurance Alliance (Sec. 59A‑56‑1 through 59A‑56‑25). The Pool now offers health insurance to residents considered uninsurable; the Alliance offers health insurance to eligible small businesses and individuals.

Status:
02/24/2011 – Died on Adjournment

Bill:
HB34 
Sponsors:
Picraux (D25); Feldman (D13)

Title:
MANAGED CARE, MEDICAL‑HOME PROGRAM REQUIRED

Summary:
(For the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee) Amends the Public Assistance Act to provide that, beginning FY2012, the Human Services Department include contractual specifications in all Medicaid, State Children’s Health Insurance Programs, and State Coverage Initiative Program contracts with managed‑care organizations to allocate funds to establish and maintain a medical home program (MHP).

Status:
Pocket Vetoed by the Governor 
Bill:
HB35 
Sponsors:
Picraux (D25); Feldman (D13)

Title:
HIDALGO COUNTY HEALTH DEMONSTRATION PROJECT

Summary:
(For the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee) Relates to the Public Assistance Act; directs the Human Services Department to establish an Accountable Care Organization Demonstration Project Task Force by July 1, 2011, to study the feasibility and parameters of an accountable‑care demonstration project for Medicaid, the State Children’s Health Insurance Program, and the State Coverage Initiative Program recipients in Hidalgo County, pursuant to a prospective federal waiver.

Status:
Vetoed by the Governor
Bill:
HB65 
Sponsors:
Varela (D48)

Title:
REORGANIZATION: WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

Summary:
A 51‑page government reorganization bill that makes the freestanding Workers’ Compensation Administration a division within the Workforce Solutions Department by placing all existing statutory laws under its control.

Status:
02/16/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB94 
Sponsors:
Picraux (D25)

Title:
HEALTH POLICY AND FINANCE DEPARTMENT

Summary:
Establishes a cabinet‑level Health Policy and Finance Department to be headed by a secretary appointed by the governor with the consent of the Senate. The administration of medical assistance programs is transferred to the new department over a three‑year period.

Status:
01/19/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB116 
Sponsors:
Gutierrez (D33)

Title:
NM POISON AND DRUG INFORMATION CENTER

Summary:
Creates the NM Poison and Drug Information Center within the UNM Health Sciences Center. The center shall be certified by the American Association of Poison Control Centers and shall provide expert 24‑hour telephone assistance and follow‑up to victims of all types of poisoning and drug overdose; work to improve public health and lower health care costs through education and public service; and provide training to pharmacists and health care workers. The center shall be exempt from temporary budget hiring freezes at UNM.

Status:
Pocket Vetoed by the Governor 
Bill:
HB124 
Sponsors:
Park (D26)

Title:
HEALTH CARE PROVIDER DISCLOSURE BEFORE TREATMENT

Summary:
Requires health‑care providers to communicate to a patient or guardian, before providing health care, the following information: the provider’s identity; the nature or kind of the provider’s license to provide health care; and whether the provider is working on a temporary basis at the facility where the patient is receiving health care. Makes exception to the disclosure requirements in cases of emergency.

Status:
02/15/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB127 
Sponsors:
Lujan, B. (D46)

Title:
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIANS MAY PRESCRIBE DRUGS

Summary:
Authorizes a certified advanced practice chiropractic physician to prescribe and administer any dangerous drug or controlled substances subject to approval by the chiropractic board and within the physician’s clinical specialty.

Status:
03/11/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB187 
Sponsors:
Sandoval (D17)

Title:
COMMUNITY DENTAL HEALTH PROVIDERS

Summary:
Amends the NM Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act and the Dental Health Care Act to provide for expanded‑function dental auxiliaries and community dental health coordinators and reconciles multiple amendments enacted in Laws 2003.

Status:
Signed by the Governor
Bill:
HB189 
Sponsors:
Park (D26)

Title:
REORGANIZATION MERGES AGING AND LONG‑TERM SERVICES AND HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENTS

Summary:
Expands the Human Services Department by adding four new divisions and an Office of Indian Elder Affairs. The Aging and Long‑Term Services Department becomes part of HSD and all references in law to the former department are deemed to be references to HSD.

Status:
02/23/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB191 
Sponsors:
King (D50)

Title:
CRIMINAL POSSESSION OF DRUG PRECURSORS

Summary:
Creates a new crime of possession of certain prescription or over‑the‑counter drugs for the purpose of unlawfully manufacturing a controlled substance or a controlled substance analog. Provides a penalty.

Status:
01/26/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB194 
Sponsors:
Egolf (D47)

Title:
DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR GOVERNMENT CONTRACTORS

Summary:
Requires prospective government contractors for transactions over $20,000 or for professional services contracts over $50,000 to register with the General Services Department and provide the following information: name and address of the business; principals of the business; any affiliated entities, name and address of a contact person; amount and terms of any contracts currently held with any state agency; and a contribution disclosure form.

Status:
02/10/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB245 
Sponsors:
Gonzales (D42)

Title:
PRIVATE HEALTH INSURANCE PURCHASING COOPERATIVES

Summary:
Proposes to enact the Private Health Insurance Purchasing Cooperative Act, pursuant to which large or small employers in the state could form cooperatives organized as nonprofit corporations in order to purchase employer health benefit plans or health insurance from carriers. “Carrier” is defined to include licensed insurance companies, fraternal societies, prepaid hospital or medical service plans, health maintenance organizations, nonprofit health care organization or other entities providing health insurance or benefit plans.

Status:
03/17/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB246 
Sponsors:
Gonzales (D42)

Title:
AMENDING THE HEALTH INSURANCE ALLIANCE ACT

Summary:
Amends the Health Insurance Alliance Act to provide membership in the Health Insurance Alliance to companies with more than 50 employees (current law limits participation to small companies with 50 or fewer workers). The determination of whether an employer is small or large is based on whether the company employed at least 50 workers during either one of the previous two years. For employers that have not been in business for a calendar year, the determination is based on how many workers the company may reasonably be expected to employ.

Status:
01/31/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB250 
Sponsors:
Stewart (D21); Picraux (D25)

Title:
INCREASING THE TOBACCO PRODUCTS TAX

Summary:
Increases the tobacco products tax from 25 to 57 percent of the price paid by the first New Mexico purchaser and establishes a minimum tax of $1.66 per retail unit. Defines “retail unit” as a single lot of tobacco that can be sold, such as a package, plug, cigar or loose tobacco sold by weight or volume. Clarifies the definition of “tobacco product” to include cigars, smokeless tobacco, and all other tobacco products not subject to the Cigarette Tax Act unless such products are approved by the FDA for tobacco use cessation.

Status:
01/31/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB257 
Sponsors:
Chavez, Eleanor (D13)

Title:
LFC HEALTH BENEFITS PLAN DESIGNS AND ANALYSIS

Summary:
(For the Legislative Finance Committee) Requires the LFC, in collaboration with the Governor’s office, the Human Services Department, the Department of Health, the PRC’s Insurance Division, the LCS and other experts, to perform a fiscal impact analysis of certain health care finance and administration plan designs. Appropriates $100,000 from the General Fund to the Legislative Finance Committee to meet the federal requirement for cost sharing.

Status:
02/28/2011 – Failed in the House
Bill:
HB266 
Sponsors:
McMillan (R37)

Title:
HEALTH CARE SCOPE OF PRACTICE

Summary:
(Similar to SB 161) Provides a procedure for an objective review of proposed changes in the scope of practice of licensed health care professionals, and for submitting findings to the governor and Legislature. Cited as the Scope of Practice Act, the bill authorizes a member of the licensing board, a licensee, or any other person seeking a change in the scope of practice of a health profession to notify the appropriate licensing board and request a hearing. The licensing board must collect data, conduct a technical assessment, and report findings and recommendations to the New Mexico Health Policy Commission.

Status:
02/22/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB267 
Sponsors:
Trujillo (D45)

Title:
LIMITS ON MEDICAL MALPRACTICE AWARDS

Summary:
(Identical to SB333) Changes the title of the Medical Malpractice Act to the New Mexico Medical Professional Liability Act and imposes limits on the amounts that may be awarded in medical malpractice suits against medical providers, hospitals, hospital affiliates and other business entities.

Status:
Vetoed by the Governor 
Bill:
HB334 
Sponsors:
Stewart (D21); Picraux (D25)

Title:
HEALTH INSURANCE: PROHIBITED DISCRIMINATION

Summary:
Provides that group and individual health care coverage issued the Health Care Purchasing Act, the Insurance Code and the Health Maintenance Organization Law shall not discriminate with respect to the participation or reimbursement of any health care provider who acts within his scope of practice.

Status:
02/03/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB336 
Sponsors:
Cook (R56); Rehm (R31)

Title:
CRIMINAL LAW: SALVIA AND SYNTHETIC CANNABIS

Summary:
Adds Salvia Divinorum and various synthetic cannabinoids to the list of Schedule 1 controlled substances. Penalties for distribution, intent to distribute, and possession of these drugs (including added penalties for violations occurring within a school zone) shall be equivalent to those levied for violations involving equivalent amounts of marijuana.

Status:
03/14/2011 – Died on Adjournment – See action on SB 134 which is similar and was signed by the Governor.
Bill:
HB576 
Sponsors:
Chavez, Eleanor (D13)

Title:
PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY FOR DOCTORS OF ORIENTAL MEDICINE

Summary:
(Related to 2009 HB789) Provides doctors of oriental medicine with limited authority to prescribe and administer restricted devices and prescription devices as defined in the New Mexico Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act. A condition precedent to a rule by the Board of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine authorizing these treatment modalities is the approval of the newly created Limited Prescriptive Authority Practice Committee.

Status:
02/17/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HB580 
Sponsors:
Maestas (D16)

Title:
STANDARDS FOR PRESCRIBING SCHEDULED DRUGS FOR CHRONIC PAIN MANAGEMENT

Summary:
Provides protocols and criteria for prescribing controlled substances to patients who seek care for pain management. Includes a web‑based clearinghouse of patient information that prescribers must consult before prescribing certain controlled substances.

Status:
02/17/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
HJM12 
Sponsors:
Picraux (D25)

Title:
PUBLIC HEALTH OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

Summary:
Requests a collaborative review of public health objectives and needs by the Department of Health, the University of New Mexico schools of medicine, nursing, and health sciences, and New Mexico managed care organizations. Recommendations will align New Mexico with national goals found in “Healthy People‑2020” and funding for implementation will be pursued through the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Report will be made to the interim Legislative Health and Human Services Committee and the Legislative Finance Committee by October 1, 2011.

Status:
03/17/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB5 
Sponsors:
Cisneros (D6); Gonzales (D42)

Title:
HEALTH SECURITY ACT

Summary:
(For the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee) (Substantially similar to 2009 SB281 and HB339; 2008 SB3 and HB214; 2007 SB720 and HB1222) The Health Security Act provides health care coverage available to all New Mexicans through a combination of public and private financing. Participation is mandatory for holders of private insurance. Seeks to control escalating health care costs and improve health care for all New Mexicans. The act creates a Health Care Commission, charged with developing and adopting a five‑year Health Security Plan designed to provide comprehensive health care benefits, including preventive health care and primary, secondary and tertiary health care for acute and chronic conditions. The plan may provide for certain preventive health care to be offered to all New Mexicans, regardless of a person’s eligibility to participate as a beneficiary. An individual is eligible for coverage if physically present in the state for one year prior to the date of application for enrollment. Private insurance may not be provided to a beneficiary for health care that is covered by the plan; however, a beneficiary may purchase private, supplemental benefits and insurance for benefits not covered under the plan.

Status:
03/08/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB14 
Sponsors:
Feldman (D13); Picraux (D25)

Title:
HEALTH CARE WORK FORCE DATABASE

Summary:
(For the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee) Subject to the availability of federal, state or private funding, the Secretary of Health is directed to create and maintain a health care work force database.

Status:
Signed by the Governor
Bill:
SB15 
Sponsors:
Feldman (D13); Picraux (D25)

Title:
GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION: HEALTH POLICY AND FINANCE DEPARTMENT

Summary:
Both a reorganization and substantive law measure that Creates the Health Policy and Finance Department, headed by a cabinet‑level secretary and initially comprised of five major divisions: Administrative Services Division, Medical Assistance Division, Behavioral Health Services Division, Long‑Term Services Division, and the Health Policy and Planning Division. The divisions will be headed by directors who are exempt from the Personnel Act as is a Director of Communications. The Legislature is given statutory authority to oversee all aspects of medical assistance and health‑related programs.

Status:
01/18/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB16 
Sponsors:
Feldman (D13); Picraux (D25)

Title:
PHARMACY BENEFITS MANAGER REGULATION ACT

Summary:
(Similar to 2009 SB295) Under current law, pharmacy benefit managers (PBM) are not licensed or regulated by the state. Provides for such regulation to be administered by the Insurance Division of the Public Regulation Commission.

Status:
03/18/2011 – House Calendar - Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB22 
Sponsors:
Ortiz y Pino (D12)

Title:
HEALTH CARE PROVIDER PROTECTION AND OMBUDSMAN ACTS

Summary:
(For the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee) Creates the Health Care Provider Protection Act and the Managed Health Care Ombudsman Act. Both acts contemplate the provision of insured health care services under a Managed Health Care Plan on a capitated or prepaid flat‑rate basis by a network of health care professionals and facilities to an individual or other legal entity. The Insurance Division of PRC would create and operate a Managed Health Care Ombudsman Office to investigate patient and Provider complaints; to work with each Managed Health Care Plan’s consumer assistance office to protect patient and Provider rights; to resolve disputes through informal and formal means; and to contract with independent organizations to operate an ombudsman program to advocate on behalf of individuals and Providers. The ombudsman program would be independent from any state agency or health care plan.

Status:
03/03/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB31 
Sponsors:
Feldman (D13)

Title:
CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION AND CONTRIBUTION DISCLOSURE

Summary:
(Endorsed by the Courts, Corrections and Justice Committee) Similar to HB244, SBs258 and 263 and borrows significantly from the language of HB278 and SB296 of the 2009 Session. Requires a prospective contractor, before entering a contract having a value of $50,000 or more with the state, to register with the General Services Department on a form that when completed would be posted on the department’s website and be searchable.

Status:
03/18/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB37 
Sponsors:
Feldman (D13)

Title:
PRESCRIPTION DRUG DONATIONS

Summary:
(Similar to 2009 SB40) Allows unused prescription drugs to be donated to a community clinic or a participating practitioner for redistribution to patients of the clinic or practitioner.

Status:
Signed by the Governor
Bill:
SB38 
Sponsors:
Feldman (D13)

Title:
NEW MEXICO HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE ACT

Summary:
(For the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee) (Identical to HB33) Creates a nonprofit public corporation, the New Mexico Health Insurance Exchange, to offer qualified health plans to qualified individuals and small groups by January 1, 2014. “To the extent possible,” operationally and under law, the Exchange is intended to assume the functions of the N.M. Health Insurance Pool (Sec. 59A‑54‑1 through 59A‑54‑21) and the N.M. Health Insurance Alliance (Sec. 59A‑56‑1 through 59A‑56‑25). The Pool now offers health insurance to residents considered uninsurable; the Alliance offers health insurance to eligible small businesses and individuals.

Status:
Vetoed by the Governor
Bill:
SB58 
Sponsors:
Harden (R7)

Title:
LIVESTOCK PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCT REGISTRATION FEE

Summary:
Authorizes the New Mexico Livestock Board to adopt rules requiring manufacturers of vaccines, pharmaceuticals, sera, biologicals and other remedies intended for diagnostic or therapeutic uses with livestock to register the product prior to being imported, sold or distributed in the state. The board may set an annual registration fee of not more than $125 for each product or substance registered.

Status:
Signed by the Governor
Bill:
SB83 
Sponsors:
Sapien (D9); Varela (D48)

Title:
OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY

Summary:
The State Inspector General Act creates an adjunct agency, the Office of Government Accountability (OGA), to be headed by the state inspector general (IG). Eliminates the Department of Finance and Administration’s Office of Education Accountability and transfers other internal audit and accountability functions from specified agencies to the OGA. Requires the Legislative Finance Committee to establish a Program Evaluation Division (PED).

Status:
02/02/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB89 
Sponsors:
Munoz (D4)

Title:
PRIVATE HEALTH INSURANCE PURCHASING COOPERATIVE ACT

Summary:
Authorizes the formation of a private health insurance purchasing cooperative to obtain health benefit plans for small or large employer groups by contracting with carriers pursuant to terms of the Small Group Rate and Renewability Act, Secs. 59A‑23C‑1 through 59A‑23C‑10. A nonprofit cooperative may be formed by any combination of two or more small or large employers. The type of group that may be covered by a health benefit plan issued through a cooperative is not limited.

Status:
Signed by the Governor
Bill:
SB98 
Sponsors:
Keller (D17)

Title:
HEALTH IMPACT REPORTING ACT AND INSURERS’ FEE

Summary:
(Identical to 2009 SB71) A new Health Impact Reporting Act requires the Department of Health to provide written impact reports on proposed legislation that affects community health. The Legislative Finance Committee would initiate the request to DOH and incorporate the health impact report into its reporting system.

Status:
02/02/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB101 
Sponsors:
Rue (R23)

Title:
MEDICAL BOARD SUBPOENA COMPLIANCE BY REVIEW BOARDS

Summary:
Subjects confidential records of health care review organizations to subpoena by the New Mexico Medical Board.

Status:
Signed by the Governor 

Bill:
SB106 
Sponsors:
Eichenberg (D15)

Title:
DEPARTMENT CONTROL OVER ATTACHED AGENCIES

Summary:
(For the Government Restructuring Task Force.) Changes the status of all administratively attached agencies with their parent department. Also makes the Public Defender Department freestanding.

Status:
01/19/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB117 
Sponsors:
Sapien (D9)

Title:
PRIOR ELECTRONIC INSURANCE AUTHORIZATION FOR PRESCRIPTIONS

Summary:
Phases in a procedure for standardizing the electronic prior authorization of prescriptions by requiring a prescriber to obtain approval via electronic media from a health plan to prescribe a medication prior to dispensing.

Status:
01/19/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB134 
Sponsors:
Beffort (R19)

Title:
CRIMINALIZING SYNTHETIC MARIJUANA

Summary:
Adds synthetic cannabinoids to controlled substances listed in Schedule 1 of the Controlled Substances Act. Includes chemical descriptions of eight listed substances included within the category of synthetic cannabinoids. Amends provisions of the Controlled Substances Act to provide that possession and distribution of synthetic cannabinoids will be punished in the same manner as possession and distribution of marijuana. No distinction is made between the weight of illegally possessed marijuana and illegally possessed synthetic cannabinoids.

Status:
Signed by the Governor
Bill:
SB161 
Sponsors:
Lopez (D11)

Title:
PROFESSIONAL LICENSING BOARD REVIEW ACT

Summary:
(Similar to 2009 SB874) Establishes a new process for changing the scope of practice for health care professionals, and for creating new licensed health care professions. Cited as the Professional Licensing Board Review Act, the bill authorizes a member of the licensing board, a licensee, or any other person seeking a change or expansion in the activities permitted by a health profession license to notify the appropriate licensing board and request a review. The licensing board must conduct a review, report to the Legislature, and make recommendations on any legislative action needed to implement the proposed change in the scope of practice.

Status:
02/23/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB162 
Sponsors:
Lopez (D11)

Title:
NEW HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE DEPARTMENT

Summary:
(For the Government Restructuring Task Force) Creates a new cabinet‑level Health Administration and Finance Department. Five divisions are specified: (1) Administrative Services, (2) Medical Assistance, (3) Behavioral Health Services, (4) Long‑Term Services, and (5) Health Policy and Planning. Transfers medical assistance and behavioral health service programs currently under the jurisdiction of the Human Services Department to the new department on July 1, 2011. Transfers long‑term service, brain‑injury, elder care and quality assurance programs currently under the jurisdiction of the Aging and Long‑Term Services Department on January 1, 2014. Transfers medically fragile and acquired immunodeficiency condition waiver programs currently in the Department of Health on January 1, 2014.

Status:
01/20/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB178 
Sponsors:
Cisneros (D6)

Title:
DEDUCTION FOR DIALYSIS SERVICES

Summary:
Adds receipts from health and palliative services rendered by end‑stage renal disease facilities (as defined in 42 CFR 405.2102 (2010)) to the long list of medical services deductible from gross receipts.

Status:
03/15/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB206 
Sponsors:
Ortiz y Pino (D12); Lopez (D11)

Title:
MANAGED CARE ORGANIZATIONS OUT AS MEDICAID PROVIDERS

Summary:
Requires the Human Services Department to provide medical coverage to recipients of Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program and the State Coverage Insurance Program through contracts with service providers, not managed care organizations, or by operating a network of service providers.

Status:
01/20/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB208 
Sponsors:
Feldman (D13)

Title:
HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUM RATE INCREASES

Summary:
Amends and proposes sections of the NM Insurance Code to provide greater transparency and new standards in review of applications for health insurance premium rate increases and provides for public hearings and judicial review of health insurance rate review determinations.

Status:
Signed by the Governor 

Bill:
SB227 
Sponsors:
Wirth (D25)

Title:
HEALTH CARE AND HMO PLAN INCENTIVES AND REIMBURSEMENT RATES

Summary:
Amends the Health Care Purchasing Act and the Health Maintenance Organization Law to allow group health and HMO coverage plans to provide incentives for participants to use their health care services. Includes guidelines for calculating “usual and customary” reimbursement for health care services outside of preferred provider arrangements. When reimbursement is made to a nonpreferred provider, the group coverage or HMO plan shall determine the rate based upon the prevailing market cost of that particular service delivered in that geographic area, and calculate the prevailing market cost by obtaining data from an independent database and by using statistics developed using generally accepted professional standards for statistical analysis.

Status:
02/17/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB332 
Sponsors:
Ingle (R27); Jennings (D32)

Title:
BUSINESS ENTITY MEDICAL LICENSES

Summary:
(Identical to HB282) Authorizes the New Mexico Medical Board to grant a license to practice medicine to a business entity (i.e. a corporation, limited liability company or partnership) organized under the laws of New Mexico and controlled by persons who are licensed to practice medicine in the state. Applications for a business entity license must specify the ownership and governing structure of the entity and other such information as may be required by the board. The application and triennial renewal fee for the business entity license shall be $400, with late fees equal to those levied upon individual physicians. (Revised 2/1/11)

Status:
02/02/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB339 
Sponsors:
Ortiz y Pino (D12)

Title:
HEALTH INSURERS CANNOT DISCRIMINATE AGAINST PROVIDERS

Summary:
Provides that group health coverage offered pursuant to the Health Care Purchasing Act shall not discriminate with respect to participation or reimbursement against any health care provider who is acting within the scope of their professional license. Creates new sections containing exactly the same prohibition against provider discrimination in articles of the Insurance Code governing individual health insurance contracts, group and blanket health insurance contracts, health maintenance organizations and nonprofit health care plans.

Status:
02/01/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB386 
Sponsors:
Lopez (D11)

Title:
LFC HEALTH BENEFITS PLAN DESIGNS AND ANALYSIS

Summary:
(Identical to HB257, except that the House version was introduced on behalf of the Legislative Finance Committee) Requires the LFC, in collaboration with the Governor’s Office, the Human Services Department, the Department of Health, the PRC’s Insurance Division, the LCS and other experts, to perform a fiscal impact analysis of certain health care finance and administration plan designs. Appropriates $100,000 from the General Fund to the Legislative Finance Committee to meet the federal requirement for cost sharing.

Status:
03/07/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB497 
Sponsors:
Ortiz y Pino (D12)

Title:
MANAGED HEALTH CARE OMBUDSMAN ACT

Summary:
(Related to SB22) The Managed Health Care Ombudsman Act is proposed in this bill as a stand‑alone act; the same ombudsman act is proposed in SB22 in conjunction with a new Health Care Provider Protection Act. The ombudsman act creates a procedure to investigate and resolve patient and provider complaints made pursuant to the Patient Protection Act, and to work with managed health care plans to ensure that each plan is protecting patient and provider rights. Defines “managed health care plan” as an insurer or provider network that offers financial incentives for a covered person to use providers which it employs or has under contract, and includes networks offering Medicaid services.

Status:
03/04/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB536 
Sponsors:
Jennings (D32)

Title:
PRICE CONTROLS ON PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

Summary:
Adds new sections to provisions of the Insurance Code governing individual and group health insurance, and to the Health Maintenance Organization Law and the Nonprofit Health Care Plan Law, to impose limits on the copayments that can be required from enrollees for nongeneric types of prescription drugs. Each of the four new sections contains the same prohibitions, made applicable to the type of insurance or plan governed by that law. Each provides that the controls will not apply in the event federal law requires the state to make payments on behalf of any enrollees to cover the costs of implementing the bill.

Status:
03/18/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB564 
Sponsors:
Lopez (D11)

Title:
HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL WORKFORCE COMMISSION

Summary:
Changes the name, duties and powers of the New Mexico Health Policy Commission to the New Mexico Health Care Professional Workforce Commission. The new workforce commission will shift its focus to enhancing the health care professional workforce. It will be administratively attached to the Department of Finance and Administration.

Status:
03/14/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SB569 
Sponsors:
Griego (D14)

Title:
MEDICAL TREATMENT WITH OPIATES

Summary:
Requires the Board of Pharmacy to establish and maintain a program to monitor the prescribing and dispensing of opiates by practitioners. The program is intended to provide information to practitioners, dispensers and patients to help avoid the illegal use of controlled substances. It requires establishing an accessible report of patient utilization of Schedule II or Schedule III controlled substances and sets out the procedures for providing and receiving such information.

Status:
03/07/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SJM12 
Sponsors:
Griego (D39)

Title:
COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION

Summary:
Requests the Department of Health (DOH) to conduct a review of state statutes for the purpose of recommending legislation to create an Office of Community Health Workers. The office would develop a statewide training and certification program for implementation by July 1, 2012.

Status:
03/01/2011 – Died on Adjournment
Bill:
SM46 
Sponsors:
Sapien (D9)

Title:
DEVELOP STANDARDS FOR E‑PRESCRIPTIONS

Summary:
Requests the New Mexico Legislative Council to direct the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee to hold a hearing on or before November 1, 2011 on developing standards for e‑prior authorization request transactions for drugs and devices, with the goal of maximizing administrative efficiency in preparing for electronic transmission. The committee should invite representatives to the hearing from Lovelace Foundation’s Health Medical Records, the New Mexico Prescription Improvement Coalition, and other interested stakeholders. Copies of the memorial shall be sent to the co‑chairs of the New Mexico Legislative Council.

Status:
03/17/2011 – Passed in the Senate – Note: A Memorial does not need the Governor's signature!
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