
2008 Legislative Session

Senate Bills Tracked for Pharmacy

Bill:
SB3 
Sponsors:
Cisneros (D6)

Title:
HEALTH SECURITY ACT

Summary:
(Nearly identical to 2007’s HB1222 and SB720) Cited as the Health Security Act, it is a 56‑page bill intended to ensure that health care coverage is available to all New Mexicans through a combination of public and private financing. Participation is not optional for holders of private insurance. It also seeks to control escalating health care costs and improve health care for all New Mexicans. The act creates a Health Care Commission which is charged with developing and adopting a five‑year Health Security Plan designed to provide comprehensive, necessary and appropriate health care benefits, including preventive health care and primary, secondary and tertiary health care for acute and chronic conditions. The plan may provide for certain preventive health care to be offered to all New Mexicans regardless of a person’s eligibility to participate as a beneficiary. Private health insurance is prohibited for those who are beneficiaries under the plan. An individual is eligible for coverage if physically present in the state for one year prior to the date of application for enrollment. A beneficiary may purchase supplemental benefits.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB57 
Sponsors:
Sanchez, B. (D26)

Title:
REGULATORY PROCESS TASK FORCE

Summary:
(For the Economic and Rural Development Committee) Creates the Regulatory Process Task Force to function from July 1, 2008 until December 15, 2011. The task force is required to report its findings and recommendations to the governor and Legislature before the beginning of the 2009, 2010 and 2011 legislative sessions.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB93 
Sponsors:
Papen (D38)

Title:
UNM RURAL HEALTH CARE OUTREACH

Summary:
Appropriates $1.8 million (GF) to UNM’s board of regents to support, in partnership with NMSU’s Cooperative Extension, a rural health care outreach program.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB113 
Sponsors:
Snyder (R15)

Title:
INCOME TAX CREDIT FOR PRESCRIBED DRUGS

Summary:
Allows a taxpayer who is 65 or older to claim an income tax credit up to 75 percent of the taxpayer’s actual unreimbursed expenditures for prescription drugs purchased during the taxable year, beginning with tax year 2008. Excludes expenditure amounts included in any other state income tax credit. Ineligible are individuals who were inmates of a public institution for six months or more during the year and individuals not physically present in the state for at least six months.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB129 
Sponsors:
Feldman (D13)

Title:
HEALTHY NEW MEXICO TASK FORCE

Summary:
(For the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee) Requires the Secretary of Health to convene a Healthy New Mexico Task Force to devise a comprehensive five‑year strategic plan for preventing disease and managing chronic conditions.

Status:
03/04/2008 – Signed by the Governor

Bill:
SB185 
Sponsors:
Lopez (D11)

Title:
TEEN PREGNANCY PREVENTION PROGRAM

Summary:
Appropriates $500,000 (GF) to the Children, Youth and Families Department to develop and implement a statewide teen pregnancy prevention program.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB225 
Sponsors:
Feldman (D13)

Title:
HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY ACT

Summary:
The Health Care Authority Act creates a Health Care Authority as a new state agency and appropriates $600,000 (GF) for expenditure in FY 2009 and FY 2010 to establish and implement the new agency. Requires the newly created authority to develop a comprehensive plan for accessible and affordable health care services for all New Mexicans by January 1, 2009.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB228 
Sponsors:
Komadina (R9)

Title:
HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE ACT

Summary:
(Identical to HB205; similar to 2007 HB1045 and 2007 SB976)

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB244 
Sponsors:
Komadina (R9)

Title:
HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS VACCINE EDUCATION

Summary:
(Similar to 2007 SB1174) Requires information about cervical cancer and human papillomavirus vaccine to be given to the parent or guardian of a female student between the ages of 9 and 14 prior to her admission to a private or public school. After the information has been given, a female student may not be admitted to sixth grade unless she presents written evidence that she has been vaccinated or that her parents or guardian chose for her not to receive the vaccine.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB305 
Sponsors:
Carraro (R23)

Title:
ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORDS ACT

Summary:
(Identical to HB37) Requires the New Mexico Telehealth and Health Information Technology Commission to develop plans for implementing electronic insurance and medical record systems, provides for legal effectiveness of electronic medical records and establishes rules for disclosure of electronic medical records.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB377 
Sponsors:
Sanchez, M. (D29)

Title:
ACCESS TO QUALITY UNIVERSAL HEALTH INSURANCE ACT

Summary:
GUARANTEED COVERAGE. The Access to Quality Universal Health Insurance Act requires that effective January 1, 2010, all health insurers licensed in New Mexico must issue health insurance coverage to any person who offers to purchase the insurance. Does not mandate the sale of disability income, long‑term care, Medicare supplement, accident, disease‑specific and similar policies. Directs the Insurance Division to consult with appropriate state agencies and make recommendations by September 1, 2008 to the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee regarding the implementation of risk equalization processes to spread risk among insurers and minimize adverse selection resulting from guaranteed issue of coverage products.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB384 
Sponsors:
Snyder (R15)

Title:
UNM BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING PROGRAM

Summary:
Appropriates $655,780 (GF) to UNM’s board of regents for a graduate program in biomedical engineering.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB391 
Sponsors:
Jennings (D32)

Title:
CHANGES TO MEDICAL INSURANCE POOL ACT

Summary:
Makes a number of changes to the Medical Insurance Pool Act regarding eligibility and exclusions, and to prohibit a lifetime maximum benefit for policies issued by the pool.

Status:
03/04/2008 – Signed by the Governor

Bill:
SB407 
Sponsors:
Carraro (R23)

Title:
HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS AND HIGH‑DEDUCTIBLE POLICIES

Summary:
Beginning July 1, 2009, authorizes health insurers to offer consumers who are seeking a comprehensive major medical policy the option of a policy with a deductible of at least $2,500 in conjunction with a health savings account. Requires a person who wishes to obtain a high‑deductible health plan to present evidence to the insurer that the person has established a health savings account in compliance with the Internal Revenue Code.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB421 
Sponsors:
Papen (D38)

Title:
PHARMACY FUNDS FOR PRESCRIPTION DRUG PROGRAM

Summary:
Amends the Pharmacy Act to appropriate to the Pharmacy Board the amounts paid into the pharmacy fund prior to October 1, 2005 for a prescription drug program to serve persons covered by the Medical Insurance Pool Act.

Status:
03/01/2008 – Signed by the Governor

Bill:
SB425 
Sponsors:
Lopez (D11)

Title:
PRESCRIPTION DRUG MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT

Summary:
Creates the Prescription Drug Reimbursement Act to empower the Secretary of Human Services to review and adjust the dispensing fee for Medicaid pharmacies based upon average pharmacy operational costs. Upon enactment, the HSD is to conduct a review of the upper limits on Medicaid payments for multiple source drugs, and to promulgate emergency rules within three weeks after the effective date in order to ensure that Medicaid pharmacies are receiving a reasonable dispensing fee.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB430 
Sponsors:
Jennings (D32)

Title:
CREATING THE LEGISLATIVE HEALTH COMMITTEE

Summary:
(Relates to SB225, SB3, SB377, HB147 and HB62, which deal with proposed health care and insurance plans, and may indicate the Senate’s expectation that none of the plans will pass, or at the very least offers a contingency plan for that possibility.) Abolishes the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee and the Welfare Reform Oversight Committee replacing them with two separate legislative bodies: (1) a 14‑member Legislative Health Committee to conduct a continuing study of all health care in New Mexico and conduct a continuing review and study of the laws governing health programs; and (2) .a 12‑member Legislative Human Services Oversight Committee to examine laws related to welfare reform and conduct a continuous study of programs, agencies, policies, issues and needs related to human services programs generally.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB464 
Sponsors:
Jennings (D32)

Title:
UNM CENTER FOR ISOTOPES IN MEDICINE

Summary:
Provides $3 million (GF) to UNM’s board of regents to plan and develop a center for isotopes in medicine.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SB474 
Sponsors:
Ortiz y Pino (D12)

Title:
HEALTH INSURERS’ DISCLOSURES TO CONSUMERS

Summary:
Directs the Insurance Division to make rules which require all health insurers to make the following disclosures to purchasers who request quotes for comprehensive major medical insurance: the commission or other compensation the broker or agent will receive; a history of rate changes for that type of policy over the preceding five years; and the medical loss ratio for each of the preceding five years for a policy with a substantially similar experience rating (as defined by the Superintendent of Insurance) as the one being offered.

Status:
02/13/2008 – Failed in the Senate

Bill:
SB478 
Sponsors:
Jennings (D32)

Title:
MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT INCREASES

Summary:
(Similar to 2007 SB985) Beginning July 1, 2009, requires the Human Services Department to establish annual reimbursement rate increases for physicians, dentists, optometrists, podiatrists and psychologists for services to Medicaid fee‑for‑service or managed care patients.

Status:
Died on adjournment
Bill:
SJM5 
Sponsors:
Feldman (D13)

Title:
MEDICAL BULK PURCHASES STUDY

Summary:
(For the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee) Requests the New Mexico Health Policy Commission to convene a task force to identify state departments and publicly funded health care agencies to participate in bulk purchases of medical equipment, supplies and pharmaceuticals, and to develop a related management system. The task force is to report its findings to the interim Legislative Health and Human Services Committee by August 31, 2009.

Status:
02/13/2008 – Signed by Officers of House

Bill:
SM29 
Sponsors:
Taylor, J.G. (D14)

Title:
PATIENT NOTIFICATION OF PRESCRIPTION CHANGE

Summary:
The Senate requests that the NM Medical Board create rules governing physicians’ use of generic drugs, including the disclosure to patients about financial incentives the physicians receive for switching from brand name to generic drugs. Declares no doctor should be allowed to switch a patient to generic drugs without notifying the patients. A copy of this memorial will be sent to the New Mexico Medical Board.

Status:
Died on adjournment
